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	Question 1 – What should Ireland choose as the high-level thematic priorities for its Presidency of the Council in 2026?
Please limit response to a maximum of 500 words.

	Ireland’s Presidency should be rooted in a values-led, human-rights–based vision of Europe, one that strengthens solidarity within and beyond the Union. Comhlámh recommends the following high-level thematic priorities: 
1. A Human-Rights-Centred EU Response to Conflict, Genocide, Displacement, and Migration 
The EU urgently needs coordinated, principled, and rights-based approaches to conflict, genocide, forced displacement, and migration. Ireland should champion an EU response that centres international humanitarian and human rights law; prioritises civilian protection; and upholds the rights and dignity of displaced people, asylum seekers, and migrants. This includes challenging the increasing externalisation of EU border policy and promoting safe, legal, and humane pathways to protection. 
2. Protecting and Strengthening the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) 
At a time when fundamental rights are under increasing pressure, Ireland should place the protection of the ECHR at the heart of its Presidency. Safeguarding the ECHR architecture and resisting attempts to dilute existing protections is essential to maintaining the EU’s credibility as a rights-based project. 
3. Advancing Peace, Justice, and Non-Militarised Approaches to Security 
Ireland’s long-standing commitment to peacebuilding, diplomacy, and neutrality positions it to play a leadership role in countering the escalating militarisation of the EU. The Presidency should prioritise conflict prevention, peacebuilding, and mediation, and ensure that EU security policy does not contribute to cycles of violence or undermine human rights. 
Collectively, these priorities would support a Presidency that strengthens the EU’s legitimacy, responds to global crises with justice and integrity, and aligns with Ireland’s own historical commitments to peace-building and solidarity. 

	Question 2 – Which particular policy areas and legislative proposals should be a focus of work for the Irish Presidency of the Council in 2026? What should the Irish Presidency aim to achieve in these areas?
Please limit response to a maximum of 500 words.

	To ensure a just, coherent, and human-rights–based EU agenda, Ireland’s Presidency should focus on progressing the following policy areas: 
1. EU Trade, Sanctions, and Accountability Mechanisms Regarding Israel 
Ireland should work to advance EU-level measures that reflect international law, including: 
· A ban on trade with illegal Israeli settlements, in line with the Occupied Territories Bill and international legal obligations. 
· EU sanctions in response to grave and ongoing violations of international humanitarian and human rights law. 
These measures are essential to upholding EU commitments to justice, human dignity, and international law. 
2. Protection of People Seeking Asylum in Europe 
Ireland should prioritise legislation and Council discussions that strengthen asylum protections and uphold the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Key actions include: 
· Ensuring that EU asylum and migration policy aligns with the Refugee Convention and international human rights law. 
· Ending the use of deterrence-based approaches and externalisation agreements that undermine the right to seek asylum. 
· Embedding human dignity, safety, and due process at the centre of EU asylum systems. 
3. Enforcement Mechanisms to Prevent Illegal Pushbacks at EU Borders 
Ireland should champion robust accountability mechanisms for Member States involved in illegal pushbacks on land and sea. This includes: 
· Independent monitoring of border practices. 
· Effective sanctions and infringement proceedings for violations. 
· Ensuring that all Frontex operations uphold human rights and do not contribute to pushbacks or abuse at EU borders. 
4. Ensuring Trade Policy Prioritises Fairness and Ecological Sustainability 
Ireland should use its Presidency to ensure that EU trade agreements prioritise human rights, environmental protection, and fair economic structures over extractive or destructive models of global trade. 

	Question 3 – How can the work of the Council during the term of the Irish Presidency make the most substantial positive impact for people, businesses and communities across the EU?
Please limit response to a maximum of 500 words.

	A Presidency focused on justice, human rights, and ecological sustainability will deliver the most meaningful and lasting impact for people, communities, and future generations across the EU. 
First, Ireland should ensure that pro-Palestinian voices, as well as all voices advocating for human rights, peace, and accountability, can participate fully in EU-level debates without fear of exclusion, censorship, or discrimination. A democratic Union depends on open civic space and the ability of affected communities to speak for themselves. 
Second, Ireland’s long history of peacebuilding and military neutrality offers an important counterbalance to the growing militarisation of EU policy. By foregrounding diplomacy, conflict prevention, peacebuilding, and rights-based security approaches, Ireland can help ensure that EU policies reduce harm rather than deepen cycles of violence. 
Third, any attempt to articulate “positive impact” must acknowledge the interdependence of people and planet. Without embedding ecological sustainability at the core of all EU policy areas (trade, migration, security, and economic policy among them) the Union cannot claim to be acting in the interests of its citizens.  Ireland should recognise that any meaningful positive impact for people, communities, and societies across the EU depends on prioritising ecological sustainability and a just transition. By this we mean a shift away from extractive, militarised and fossil-fuel-dependent systems towards models of living and working that are fair, inclusive, rights-based, and centred on global solidarity.  
By taking these steps, Ireland can help steer the EU toward a more just, sustainable, and peaceful future.

	Question 4 – How can we best communicate the values and benefits of EU membership to its citizens and create a sense of ownership, amongst citizens, over Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the EU?
Please limit response to a maximum of 500 words.

	Effective communication of the values and benefits of EU membership must begin with an honest acknowledgement of the widening disconnect between the EU’s stated commitments to human rights and the reality of many current EU policies, particularly in areas such as migration, militarisation, and external action. Without naming this gap, any public engagement risks appearing superficial and exclusionary. Honesty is essential if Ireland’s Presidency is to communicate meaningfully with citizens and rebuild trust. 
Ireland should therefore promote a communication approach rooted in transparency, participation, and genuine dialogue. This means recognising that many people feel excluded from EU decision-making and that building a community genuinely rooted in shared values is slow, often uncomfortable work that cannot be reduced to simplified narratives or celebratory messaging. 
To do this, Ireland’s Presidency should: 
· Create accessible, meaningful spaces where people, especially those most affected by inequality, racism, displacement, and marginalisation, can articulate their own visions for Europe. 
· Facilitate civil-society-led initiatives, global citizenship education, and deliberative public forums that support people to engage critically and constructively with EU policies. 
· Listen and respond, ensuring that insights from those rarely represented in EU policy debates are not merely collected but meaningfully shape the Presidency’s narrative and priorities. 
Rather than relying on narrow definitions of “EU benefits,” Ireland should invite deeper conversations about the values that should guide European cooperation. A Presidency rooted in humility, participation, justice, and accountability would not only strengthen democratic engagement but also model the kind of Europe many people want to see inclusive, rights-based, transparent, and committed to the wellbeing of all. 

	Question 5 – Any other comments
Respondents are welcome to submit additional information alongside Submission Form. However, in such cases, respondents must provide a summary of the additional information under the ‘Any other comments’ question. This summary should also be limited to a maximum of 500 words.

	Comhlámh’s contribution to this consultation comes from fifty years of people learning, organising, questioning, and acting together in solidarity. Our work has always been shaped by relationships. It has grown through the experiences of returned volunteers, the commitments of our member groups, and the insights of partners in the Global South. At its core is the shared belief that justice is something we build with one another, not for one another. Values-led international volunteering, critical global citizenship education, and long-term activism shown us that people are ready to engage deeply when they are trusted, supported, and invited into meaningful conversation. 
This spirit runs through all of our responses in this consultation. Whether addressing migration, militarisation, trade, have human rights, or environmental sustainability, our perspective is shaped by what we have witnessed over decades: people want to act ethically, communities want to be heard, and policy is strong when it is informed by lived experience. 
Ireland’s 2026 EU Presidency provides an opportunity to bring these principles into the heart of European cooperation. A Presidency grounded in justice, participation, and transparency can bridge the gap between the EU’s stated values and current policies. It can promote rights-based approaches to migration, challenge the drift toward militarisation, strengthen human rights protections, and ensure ecological sustainability is embedded as a core principle rather than treated as an optional theme. 
Comhlámh will continue to champion solidarity that is reflective, grounded, and collective. We submit these responses in the hope that Ireland’s Presidency can help nurture a Europe that people across communities are calling for: inclusive, accountable, rights-based, and committed to the wellbeing of both people and planet. 







