Dear [insert name of MEP] MEP
As a member of your constituency who is interested in European trade issues, I write regarding the forthcoming hearing of the new Commissioners on 11-15th January.

 I am pleased that you sit on the European Parliament’s [insert committee name] committee. (Include only if appropriate.)
I was in touch with you last year in advance of the EU elections about my concerns regarding EU trade policy, and its negative impact on developing countries. I was delighted that you signed our pledge card and write to remind you of your promise to speak out on trade justice for developing countries./I was disappointed that you didn’t sign the pledge, and would welcome the chance to discuss this matter with you more. (again modify depending on who you’re writing to!)
I am deeply concerned that the EU’s current trade policies prioritise big business above the interests of poor people and the environment, especially in developing countries. Furthermore the financial crisis has demonstrated beyond doubt that the current global economic model of uncontrolled free trade and endless deregulation and liberalisation is a dangerous one. This model helped to create the global financial and climate crises, and will continue to make people poorer at home and abroad if it is not reviewed. I believe that the time has come to bring about a significant change to the EU’s approach to international trade, so that it puts development, gender, social, and environmental justice concerns, and human rights objectives, at its heart, and contributes to poverty alleviation both within the EU and globally. I am sure you will agree with me that at a time of global crisis, it is all the more important that the EU live up to its potential and vision, by truly supporting developing countries in their continued efforts to eradicate global poverty and develop economically.
I understand that Commissioners will be answering questions from committees during the week of 11-15 January 2010. I hope that you will consider asking one of the following questions on my behalf, or alternatively passing them on to a colleague from your party who sits on the relevant committee (INTA or DEVE). I also hope that you will bear in mind the concerns and needs of developing countries in your own committee hearing too. 
[Insert relevant questions from menu]

Do also please find attached a PDF of the Trade Justice Pledge, outlining six key actions you can/which you promised to take to speak out on trade justice.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes,

