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Dublin Campaigners mark ‘Financial Fools Day’ on eve of G20
As G20 world leaders meet in London to talk about the global economic crisis, Dublin campaigners will be protesting at the Bank of Ireland on College Green to mark “Financial Fool’s Day” - a day of action calling for economic justice at home and around the globe.

“The banks and the government have taken our money, we want to highlight the stupidity of this by asking for it back today” said Mark Malone, a member of the Seomra Spraoi Collective, “People in Ireland are facing wage cuts, job losses and savage cuts in public services. We need to make it clear that ordinary people will resist the effects and causes of neo-liberal capitalism. We didn’t make this crisis, they did. We need to work to create economic and political systems that serve the interest of us all, not just the few”

The Financial Fool’s Day protest has been called by Bloom: Movement for Global Justice and members of the Seomra Spraoi Collective to give people a chance to voice their outrage at economic injustice at home and abroad.

Nessa Ní Chasaide of Debt and Development Coalition Ireland commented, “The poorest people in the world are being hit hardest by the world recession yet impoverished countries continue to be robbed of over US$ 160 billion per year due to tax dodging by multi-national corporations. We are calling for action from all world leaders, not just the G20, to ensure accountability to the poorest people and to the planet by commercial and financial institutions”.

Protesters will gather outside the Bank of Ireland and present their complaints to the bank expressing their feelings about the actions of the financial sector that have brought the world economy to its knees. 

 

José Antonio Gutiérrez, of the Latin America solidarity Centre, continued, “After this crisis nothing can be the same again. We need radical change to address global injustices that rob poor people of their basic human rights. Unfair trade agreements, tax injustice and climate change must be dealt with urgently. If governments can find huge sums of money to bail out the bankers, they can also take action for global justice right now.”
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