The Comhlamh 'First Wednesday Debates'
@

Bewley's Cafe Theatre, Dublin

Aine Lawlor of RTE chairs one of Comhlamh’s First Wednesday Debates at Bewley's

Comhlamh’s ‘First Wednesday Debates’ are a series of debates on the first
Wednesday of each month (October to April) from 6.15-7.45pm at Bewley's Café
Theatre, Grafton Street, Dublin.

They were initiated in October 2005 to mark our 30th anniversary year and
we're delighted to say they've been thriving ever since.

Exceptional thanks go to all our speakers and Chairs to date, to Paul O’'Mahony,
Astrid Perez-Pinan, Siobhan Sleeman, Deirdre Kettlewell and Fleachta Phelan,
but most especially to all of you who have attended one, some or, indeed, all of
them.

Entry is on a first-come, first-served basis to a maximum capacity of 50 people.
Admission is free.



Providing a Public Forum for Development Issues to be Discussed

The debates/forums are an opportunity for the public to engage and discuss
development issues and we hope that each discussion is fruitful to everyone
attending. We ask the audience to share and discuss their ideas freely bearing in
mind that there are areas in which we may not always agree with each other.
Therefore, we encourage an environment of respect towards the diversity of
opinions.

The format: each of the two speakers talks for approximately 15-20 minutes,
moderated by the chairperson, and the discussion then opens out to involve the
audience with a question and answer/discussion session.

Debates to Date: 2005-2007

Series 1: 2005-2006

November 2, 2005 - Bono, Geldof and Live 8: Help or Hindrance?

December 7, 2005 - Free Trade: A Prescription for Poverty?

January 4, 2006 - Can GM Foods End Famine?

February 1, 2006 - Corruption and Aid: It Takes Two to Bribe?

March 1, 2006 - Aid and Development Workers: Do Developing Countrie s
Still Need Them?

April 5, 2006 - Migration and Development: Who Benefits?

Series 2: 2006-2007

October 4, 2006 - Development and Climate Change: Will Growth End

Poverty or the Planet?

November 1, 2006 - |s Corporate Social Responsibility a Smokescreen — ?
December 6, 2006 - Corruption: To Aid or Not to Aid Corrupt Government S...
Is This the Question?

January 3, 2007 - Short-Term Volunteering: In Whose Interest?

February 7, 2007 - Has MakePovertyHistory Passed its Sell-By-Date?

March 7, 2007- HIV/AIDS in the Spotlight... But is it Working?

April 4, 2007 - China in Africa: More of the Same or a New Pathway  for
Development?

Series 3: 2007-2008

November 7, 2007 - Bio Fuels: The Global Appetite for Bio Fuels —Is| t Food
or Fuel?

December 5, 2007 - HIV & Aids: Red Ribbons or Pipe Dreams - Can We

Stamp

Out Stigma?

January 9, 2007 - Climate Change: Is CO2 or Capitalism the Issue?



February 6, 2007 - Aid: Are We Using Our Critical Voice — Service Deli  very or
Activism?

March 5, 2007 - Migration: Forcing Movement, Closing Doors?

April 2, 2008 - Human Trafficking: The Slavery of Our Time?

May 7, 2008 - Media: Reality TV, New Media and Development - Ist he Truth
Out There?
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